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At 



a Convention of Deputies* from the 
Abolition Societies eftablifhed in thM United 
States, afTemhled at Philadelphia, ©n the firft 
day of January, 1796, in the Gity-hall, it 
appeared, by the credentials produced, that 
the following perfons were duly appointed 
to reprefent their refpe&ive Societies in this 
Convention, viz, 

Theodore F^fter, , Providence Society* 



^ johis Mtirray^ junior,* 4 



I EHhu Hubbard Smith, 



William Johnfon, 
*°i Thomas Eddy, 

r j qamuei miner, 

j^'Mofes Rogers. 



>Ne*& York Society* 
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Tofeph Bloomfidd, 
Richard Hartshorne, 

Lucius H. Stockton, £ New fey Society, 
Thomas Redman, 
Eli Elmer, 

William Rawle, 
Benjamin Rufh, 
William Rogers, 
Samuel Powel Griffitts , ^ Pennfyl vania Society. 
James Todd, 
Samuel Coates, 
Cafpar Wil tai . 

Frederick Craig, 
William Poole, 

Adam Fonerdon, 
Jofeph "Fo^dfeadj 
Johii M'Kim, 
Henry Witkins, 
George S. Jfqhdnett, 

Robert Evans, ' 
JVlicatah Davis, 

Of whom the following appeared and took 
their feats, viz. 



| Wilmtngtoti Society. 



i 

> Maryland Society. 



13, 

^ Virginia Society. 



Theodore Fofter, 
t?iii_— tt c«%ui» 

JCiiliU Xi* Uiiiii**, 

Samuel Miller, 
Mofes Rogers, 
Jofeph Bl corn field, 
William Rawle, 
Benjamin Ruth. 



William Rogers, 

James Todd, 
Samuel Coates, 
W 7 illiam Poole, 
Jofeph Townfend, 
Micaj ah Davis. 

Theodore 
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Theodore Fofter was elected Prefident. 

Thomas Pim Cope, a member of the Penn- 
sylvania Abolition Society, was chofen Secre- 
tary, and Jofeph Fry, Door-keeper. 

Communications from the feveral Abolition 
Societies, made in confequence of the addrefs 
from the Convention of 1795, were prefented 
and, read, and referred to a committee, con- 
lifting of Jpfeph Bloomfleld, Rlihu Hubbard 
Smith, William Rogers, William Poole, Jo- 
feph Townfend, Samuel Miller, and Micajah 
Davis, who were directed to report to the 
Convention the obje&s proper for its atten- 
tion, and the order in which they mould be 
conlidered. 

The addrefs to- the free Mack People, poft- 
poned by the lait, for the confederation of the 
prefent Convention, was read and made the 
order of Monday nest. ■ i 

Adjourned . 



-V 
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January ft cond^ 1796, 

Prefent: 

Theodore Forter, Prelident, 

John Murray, junior. James Todd, 

Elihu H. Smith, Samuel Coates, 

Thomas Eddy, William Poole, 

Samuel Milier, Jofeph Townfend, 

Mofes Rogers- Micajah Davis, 

jofeph Bloomfcield, Benjamin Ruih, 

EH Elmer, Cafper Wiltar, 

Samuel P. GrhTms, William Rogers. 

An apology was made for the non-attend- 
ance of Richard Hartshorne in the Conven* 
tion — he being detained by nekneis in his 
family. 

The committee appointed to report to the 
Convention the objects proper tor its atten- 
tion, and the order in which they ihouid be 
eoniidered, made report. 

So much of the fa'ul report as refpecls the 
a -.Id re is to the Abolition Societies, and the 
memorials and addreiies to the Legif'at ires 
of South Carolina and Georgia, was read .)/ 
x-citagraph, amended and agreed to. 

It was then 

in: t tee of three to dr.dt a: v . addrels to the le- 
vel al Abolition Se-ciuies in the United States, 

con** 
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conformably to the recommendation of the 
committee of arrangement: Cafpar Wiftar, 
Samuel Powel Griffins and Samuel Miller 
were appointed accordingly, 

Samuel Coates and Thomas Ediy were 
appointed a committee to afcertain whit 
meafures have been taken, in purfuance of 
the refolutions of former Conventions, rela- 
tive to the tranfmiflion of memorials and 
addrefics to the different ftate Legifiatures. 

Adjourned* 



January fourth ± 1796. 

Prefent : 
Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 
}ohn Murray, junior, 
Elihu H. Smith, 
Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 
Moles Rogers, 
Jofeph Bloomfield, 
Thomas Redman, 
Wiiiiam Rogers, 
♦Samuel P. Grirhtts, 

The confiueration of the addrefs' to the 
free Blacks was entered into — After fome 
pro^reft made therein, the further confuier- 
ution of it was poftponed till to-morrow, 

Achcurncd. 



James Todd, 
Samuel Coates, 
William Poole, 
{ofeph Townfend, 
Henry Wilkins, 
Micajah Davis, 
Cafpar Wiftar, 
and 

Benjamin Rufh. 
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ya nun ry fjih, 1796. 

Prefrnt: 

Theodore Fofter, Proficient, 

John Murray, junior, William Poole, 

Thomas Eddy, Jofeph TownfonJ, . 

Samuel Miller, Henry Wiikins, 

Jofeph Bloom field, Micajah Davis, 

Thomas Redman, Samuel P. C 

William Rogers, Elihu H. Smith, 

James Todd, Mofes Rogers, 

Samuel Coates, Benjamin Ruih, 

Frederick Craig, Cafpar Wilier. 

1 v. n , committee on the memorials and ad- 
dreffes to the different ftate Legiflattifes, made 
report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The committee on the addrefs to the Abo- 
lition Societies in the United States, made 
report, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The Convention refumed the confideration 
of the addrefs to the free Blacks, which, after 
fuudry amendments, was re-committed to 
3 ce-min Rulh, Samuel Coates .and John 
M lit -ay, iunior. 

The report relative to the memorials and 
addreifes was taken up, confidered h ara- 
irraph. amended, and adopted as folk. : 

The 
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The committee appointed to make enquiry 
rcfpe&ing the meafures taken in purfuailce of* 
the ieveral refolutions of the former Conven- 
tions, for tranfnr.kting memorials and addreiies 
to the different State Legifiaturea; report, 

That no other proceedings than thofe that 
were reported lad year, have takea place oi>: 
the memorial to the Aflembly oiihe Stftte of 

Connecticut. 

'That the memorial to the AfletitiKy of 
Rhode-'.fland was received by the 'Abolition. 
Society of thac State, who did not think it* 
expedient to prefent it at the time they re- 
ceived it. 

That the memorial to the AfTembly of New 
York was received, but not prefentecf; and, 
fince that time, the Abortion Society of New 
York have thought it mod proper not to pre- 
fent it; as a memcrial, at their recommenda- 
tion, is how prepared to be fi to ned by the citi- 
zens at large; the object of which is to pro-' 
cure an act for the gradual abolition of (Iavery 
in that State* 

The memorial to the AfTembly of New- 
jerfey has been prefented, and a bill for the 
gradual abolition of flavery was brought in, 
which was loft by one vote. 

The memorial to the AfTembly of Penn- 
fylvania was prefented, but not a<fted upon. 
The Society was of opinion it was not necef- 

B fary 
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f»ry; the objects of the memorial being either 
already obtained? or involved in the general 
proceedings o . the Society. 

Ths memoria] tb the AfTembly of Delaware 
dew not appear tchave been a&ed upon. 

, Tiie^orial to the Anembly of Mary- 

land was fcv by t-he-Sadetv <>f Baltimore at 
two u?£S??fci.d tiroes, to be laid Laor?, the 
Houfe;,. tlu)ie perfons- who undertook to 
prelent were of opinion, it was not a pro- 
per time deliver it in, and tefore re-* 
turned li to the Society again* 

The jfcefriorial to the; AfTembly 6f Virginia 
was n<& Y/refented— the Abolition Society in 
that Sttf4> judged it was beft not to proceed 
with it, -as they had prepared a memorial 
to their Affembly, which was figned by a 
Confider4ble number of their molt refpeclable 
citizens, and which contemplated the gradual 
abolition of flavery, by freeing all male chil- 
dren, hereafter born, at the age of twenty- 
one yeavs, and females at the age of eighteen 
years./ /This memorial (which alfo embraced 
the amelioration of the condition of naves) 
was read in their Houfe of Reprefentatives 5 
where the further confederation of it was ne- 
gatived by the fmall majority of two votes. 

The memorial to the AfTembly of North 
Carolina we have reafort to believe was not 
prefe&tedj but we learn that a iaW was paffed 

about 
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about the end of the year 1 794, or the be- 
ginning of 1795. in that ftate, to prevent 
the importatidn of Haves therein either bf 
land or water. 

The two memorials in 1794 and 1795, to 
the AfTemblies of South Carolina and Georgia 
were duly forwarded; hut, we are informed, 
were neither of them prefented, and we can- 
not yet afcertain the paffing of any late acT: 
In either of thofe ftates for the relief of fiaves. 

Adjourned. 



January Jixth % 1 796; 



JPrefent: 

Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 

John Murray, junior,- Samuel Coates, 
Elifar H. Smith, 



Thomas Eddy, 
Samuel Miller, 



T/>for^ TU 

I U1V|/1> ------ 



Frederick Craig, 
William Poole, 
jofeph Townfend, 







UN 



«t rxn.ta.10. 



Thomas Redman, 
William Rogers, 
James Todd, 



Micaj ah Davis, 
■and 

Benjamin Rufh. 



The Convention were informed, that the 
abfence of William Rawle was owing to in- 
fition. 



The 



The committee to whom was referred th$ 
addrefs to the free Blacks, made report, which 
jftas read and adopted, as follows, piz* 

TO THE 

JFree Africans and other free People of color 

IN THE 

UNITED STATES. 

TP 

1 HE Convention of Deputies from the 
Abolition. Siocietjcs-. in the United States, af* 
fembled at Philadelphia*' have undertaken to 
addrefs you /up™ fubjeds highly interefting 
to your prdfpenty. 

They wifh to fee you acl: worthily of the. 
t , rank you have acquired as freemen, and there- 
by to do credit to yourfelves, and to juftify 
the friends and advocates of your color in 
fht eyes of the world. 

As the refult of our united reflections, we 
have concluded to call vour attention to the 
following articles of Advice. We truft, they 
arfrLifldatec^ '-'fey the; pi^reft regard for your 
t V welfare, for we view you as Friends and 
. Brethren. 

In the jirji 1 place \ We earneftly recommend 
to you, a regular attention to the important 
duty of public worfhip; by which means you 
will evince gratitude to your Creator, and, 
&t the fame time, promote knowledge, union^ 
friendfhip, and proper conduct amcngft your- 
felves. 
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Secondly^ We advife fuch of ydii, as have 
not been taught reading, writing, and the 
firft principles of arithmetic, to acquire them 
as early as poffible. Carefully attend to the 
indruclion of your children in the fame fim- 
ple and ufeful branches of education. Caufe 
them, likewife, early and frequently to read 
the holy Scriptures. They contain, among 
other great difcoveries, the precious record of 
the original equality of mankind, and of the 
obligations of univerfa! juftice and benevo- 
lence, which are derived from the relation of 
the human race to each other in a common 
Father. 

Thirdly - y Teach your children. ufeful trades, 
or to labor with their hands in cultivating the 
earth. Thefe employments are favorable to 
health and virtue. In the choice of mailers, 
who are to inftrudl them in the above branches 
of bufiriefs, prefer thofe v/ho will work with 
them; by this means they will acquire habits 
of induftry, and be better preferred from vice, 
than if they worked alone, or under the eye 
of perfons lefs interested in their welfare. In 

lOi tiling COmiaCtS, iuF yOUricivcS OI CmiuiciJ., 

with mafters, it may be ufeful to confult fuch 
perfons as are capable of giving you the beft 
advice, who are known to be your friends, in 
order to prevent advantages being taken of 
your ignorance of the Jaws and cuftoms of 
pur country^ ' 



Fourthly % fie diligent in your refpe&iv* 
callings, and faithful in all the relations vott 
hear in faciety, whether as hufbands, wives, 
fathers, children or hired fervants. Be juft 
in ail your dealings. Be fimple in your drefs 
and furniture, and frugal in your family ex- 
penses. Thus you will ad: like Chriftians as 
well as freemen, and, by thefe rneang, you 
will provide for the diftrefTes and wants of 

i ....... 41 <••■.» i % • • 

ficfcnefs a«d old age. 

Fifthly* Refrain from jfhe life of fpirkuous 
liquors. The experience of many thouland > f 
the citizens of the United States has proved, 
that thefe liquors are not neceffary to lelfen 
the fatigue of labor, nor to obviate the ex- 
tremes of heat or cold; much lefs are they 
necenary |o add to the innocent pleafures of 
fociety. 

Sixthly, Avoid frolicking, and amnfements 
which lead to exgenfe and idlenefs; tftey beget 
habits of diffipation and vice, and thus expofe 
you to deferved reproach amongfl your white 
neighbours. 

Seventhly \ We wifh to imprefs upon your 
minds the moral and religious neceffity of 
having your marriages legally performed; alfo 
to have exacl: regifters preferved of all the 
births and deaths which occur in your refpec- 
thre families. 

Eighthly, Endeavour to lay up as much as 
puoffibfe of your earnings for the benefit ot 

your 
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your children, in cafe you fhould die before 
they are able to maintain themielves— your, 
money will be fafeft and mod beneficial when 
laid out in lots, houfes or fmali farms. 

Ninthly, We recommend to you, at all, 
times and upon all occafions, to behave your- 
felves to all perfons in a civil, and refpeclful 
manner, by which you may prevent conten- 
tion and remove every juft occafion of com- 
plaint. We befeech you to reflect, it is by 
your good conduct alone, that you can refute 
the obj^cYions which have been made againft 
you as rational and moral creatures, and re* 
move many of the difficulties, which have- 
occurred in the general emancipation of fuch- 
of your brethren as aiie yet in bondage. 

With hearts anxious for your welfare, we 
commend you to the guidance and protection 
of that Be1ng ; who is able to keep you from 
all evil, and who is the common Father and 
Friend of the whole family of mankind. 

Refolved* That the above addrefs be figned 
by the Prefident and attefted by the Secretary, 
And that three thoufand copies thereof be 
printed in hand-bills, and tranfmitted to the 
feveral Abolition Societies in the United 
States; to be by them diftrihuted in fuch 
manner as Ihall appear beft calculated to pro- 
mote its defign. 

• The addrefs to the Abolition Societies wa$ 
confidered by paragraphs, amended, an4 rs? 

committed 
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committed to the committee who made the 
report. 

The report of the committee of arrange-, 
ment was proceeded on and finally adopted, 
£S follows : 

The committee appointed to arrange the 
objects proper for the confideration of the 
Convention, and the moft fuitable means of 
attaining the fame, report, 

That an addrefs be made, by this conven- 
tion, to the feveral Abolition Societies in the 
United States, recommending to them to 
fend deputies to a convention fimilar to the> 
prefent, tp be holden at Philadelphia the firft , 
Wednefday of May, in the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and ninety-ieven. . 

Alfo, that it be recommended to thofe fo- 
cieties who have not fent to this Convention, 
complete copies of the laws of their feveral 
States relative to "flavery, to fend, to the next 
Convention, certified copies of all fuch laws as 
are now in force, have been repealed, or may 
be hereafter palfed; and alio correct lifts of the 
officers of each fociety for the time being; enu- 
meration of the members of each fociety; ac- 
counts of the relief extended to Africans and 
others unlawfully held in bondage; ftatements 
of their condition, whether' bond or free, in 
refped: to property* employment and moral 
conduct; reports of trials and decifibns of 
courts relative to Africans; conformity to 

the 
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tfee recommendation of the laift Convention 
fro eftablifh periodical difcourfes; informa- 
tion refpeding the fuccefs of all endeavors 
after a repeal or amelioration of the laws 
concerning flavery; and the progrefs made 
in extending to the Africans the benefit of 
education; and finally, an unremitted atten- 
tion to all the great obje&s pointed out in th^ 
addrefs, above referred to, of the laft Con- 
vention : And to requeft, thai whatever com- 
munications are made to the Convention from 
the feveral Societies, in confequei?,ce of this 
recommendation, may be presented in the 
form of regular written reports from each 
Society; noticing in what form and degree 
ttiey have carried them into effect, and how 
far their efforts have been ineflecT:ual~thus 
exhibiting a view of the ft ate of each Society; 
to that the feveral reports may be entered on 
the minutes of the Convention, and the Con- 
vention be thereby the better enabled to de- 
cide on the propriety of making fuch com- 
munications public; or what part or parts of 
them are beft adapted, by their publication, 
to advance the caufe of truth and humanity. 

And as advantages have, in numerous an- 
ftances, refulted from accurate regifters being 
kept, by perfons appointed 1 for that purpofe 
by certain of the Abolition Societies, of ma- 
nurniflions, to recommend to all thofe of the 
Abolition Societies who have not already en- 
tered into fuch a regulation, to make it here«* 
after a matter of diligent attention. 

c a&4 
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And further, as difficulties have arifen ib* 
refped to carrying into efTed that part of the- 
laft circular addrefs of the Convention which- 
relates to people of color, emigrants from the 
Weft Indies* now refiding in the United, 
States, that the propofed addrefs contain an 
extract from the twelfth article of th& Con- 
fular Convention between France arid the 
United States, which designates the proper 
tribunals to whom application, in all fuch 
safes, is to be made; and as precife inform- 
atioa, on this fubjed, cannot be too gene- 
rally diffufed, that the Pennfylvania Society- 
be requefted to collect all poffible infonmtioii, 
relative to fuch emigrants of color, in this 
country, as are made citizens of the French 
republic, by the decree of the National Con- 
vention of the fixteenth Piuviofe of the fe- 
cond year of the republic, and to tranfmit 
the fame to the feveral Societies. 

And that it be imprefled upon all the So- 
cieties, to ufe every juft means in their power 
which may advance, either diredly or indU 
redly, the great caufe of liberty; and thaf y 
as one mean of promoting its interefts, they 
be earneftly fclicited to difplay a marked pre- 
ference of all fuch commodities as are of the 
culture or manufacture of freemen, to thofe 
which are cultivated or manufadured: by 
Haves* 

That inquiry be made concerning the mea- 
sures taken, in purfuance of the refolution; 

- ■ • . - .. :. . of.. 
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the Convention of 1 795, for tranfmitting 
memorials to the Legiflatures of the States of 
South Carolina and Georgia. 

, In addition to the preceding report* the 
committee have thought proper to lay before 
the Convention, a fummary of the .informa- 
tion which has been forwarded by the feveral 
Societies, in conformity to the recommend- 
ation of former Conventions, which is as 
follows, viz, " , 

The Connecticut Society have tranfmitted 
the conftimtjon of their Society, and copies 
of the ftatutes of Connecticut concerning 
flavery and the flave trade. 

The New -York Society have tranfmitted 
copies of their conftitution, of the exifting 
laws of their State relative to flaves and fla- 
very; c: a correct lift of their officers for the 
time being, and a ftatement of the number 
of their members; a brief account of the 
origin and progrefs of the Society, together 
with a general eftimate of the relief extend- 
ed to Africans and the defendants of Afri-. 
cans; a ftort hiftory of their inftitution for 
the education of African defendants ; and 
the additional information, that they have 
inflituted an annual oration on fuhjecis rela- 
tive, to the objed ci their afibsiation; that 
they are preparing, to be tranfmitted to feme 
future Convention, reports of feveral cafes 
Adjudged in the courts of judicature of the 
State of NewrYork; that a plan has been pro- 
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ykofed (in conformity to the recomrncndaf ; ^£i 
of the lad Convention) for educating; a cer- 
tain number of black children, liberally; and 
that they have now in readinefy, to be pre- 
fented to the Lcgiflature of that State at their 
next feffion, a petition for the gradual aboli- 
tion of fhwery in that State; of the luccefs of 
•which they indulge the moll flattering expec- 
tations. 

The Ncw-jferfcy Society have tranfrnitted 
the conftitution of their Society, the laws of 
New- jerfey concerning negroe and mulatto 
{laves now in force, and fuch as have been re- 
pealed, and a certified copy of the dec Inons 
of the Supreme Court of New-Jerfey refped- 
ing flavery; a lift of the officers of the Society, 
with the number of members of which it con- 
fifts and the rahiu*cs of the Society for the 
year 1705. 

The Pcnnfy!va?:ia Society have tranfmitted 
the conftitution of their Society and the act 
oi the incorporation of the fame; copies of 
fuch laws refpeding flavery as are now in 
force, with extrads and tides cf the laws 
which have been repealed; : lift of the offi- 
ce? s and number of the members, doling 
with the year 1795; a plan for improving 
the condition of the free blacks; cafes of the 
liberation of two French netrroes under the 
deen.e of the fifteenth of Piuvlofe, fecond 
year of the republic; fpecimens of peninan- 
fhip of ilu- black children in one cf the fchcols 
Oi Phihiddphia; an account of the number 

of 
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of free blacks in the city and liberties of Pin* 
ladelphia, whereby it appears, that there arc 
three hundred and eighty-cne families, con- 
filling of one thoufand two hundred and 
ninety-four perfons of that defcription, in* 
eluded in which number are the proprietory 
of ninety-mne-houfes, the average worth of 
which houfes are fuppoied to be two hundred 
dollars each, held chiefly on ground-vent, and, 
for that caufe, valued low — the greacer num- 
ber of thefe free blacks conduct themfelves 
with reputation and enjoy the comforts arifing 
from induftry. In addition to the above-de-* 
fcribed black people, there are many others 
who are employed a&domcitic lervants in the 
families of the whites, whofe numbers are 
not afecrtained The blacks have two places of 
worfhip of their own in the city of Phiiadel- 
phia, ;md there are alfo fevr ral free fehools for 
their particular ufe — iome of which are fup- 
porud bv tlie Pennfvlvania Abolition Society. 

The ]Vihm/;< r J^:>i Zoclcly h?ve tranfmittcd 
the conilitution of their Society; a lift of 
perfons liberate 1 by their agency; a lift of 
their officers with the number of mem- 
bers; and information, that the Society pro- 
pole to petition the Legislature of Delaware, 
;«.t their next feiTion^ for an -<\& for the era- 
dual abolition of flavcry. 

The Maryland Society have tranfmittcd the 
conilitution of their Society; lift of officers 
arjd number of members; number of perfons 

liberated 



liberated through their agency; information 
that the Society propofe to make application 
ix> the Legiflature for the amelioration cf the 
iituatkm of the Hacks, and for a gradual abo- 
lition 6f fl£very; that annual orations have 
be^i* delivered; good difpofitiou of the blacks' 
dif&tfvered to attend places of religious wor- 
fj|ip;. and the inftitution of an academy for 
JheJi inftru&ion in literature, under the par- 
?£6ilar patronage of the Society, 

1 Virginia Society have tranfmitted the 
conftitution of their Society; lift of officers* 
and number of members, with information, 
that an application, to the Legiflature of Vir- 
ginia, for the gradual abolition of fiavery, 
laas been rejected by a very ixnalj maj6rity. 

Adjourned. 



January f&uenth, 1796* 

Prefent: 

Theodore Fofter, Prefident, 

|oIm Mun-ay,jumor, James Todd, 

Ipfeti H. Smith, Samuel Coates, 

Thomas Eddy, Frederick Craig* 

Samtvel Miller, William Poole, 

Mofes Rogers, Jpfcph To wnfend, 

|ofeph Bloomfield, Henry Wilkins, 

Thomas Redman, Micajah Davis, 
-rWilliam Rogers, and 

< Samuel P. Griffitts, Benjamin RuQu 



The 



The committee to whom was referred, the* 
addrefs to the different Abolition Societies, 
made report, which was adopted as follows^ 
viz. 

To the Society for protitoting. 

the Abolition of Slavery &c. 

The Delegates from the feveral Abolition , 
Societies in the tJnited States inform you," 
that, agreeably to the recommendation of the 
Convention of laft year, they met m this city; 
on the firft inftant, and have, with much 
harmony and fatisfa&ion, gone through the 
bufinefs which came before them. They 
have the pleafure to aflure you, that every 
fueceffive meeting evinces the importance of 
that union and concert which are fo happily, 
eftablifhed among the feveral Societies, in 
purfuing the great obj eel: of their affoeiatian*. 

But, although the exertions of this dele- 
gated Body have been hitherto attended, as 
we hope, with confiderable fuccefs— Al- 
though we are perfuaded that no fmall pro- 
grefs may be marked in the great bufinefs of 
emancipation; yet much remains to be done; ; 
as long as feven hundred thoufand of cur 
Fellow Creatures, in the United States, con- 
tinue in a ftate of bondage, there appears a 
preffing neceffity for the continuance of our 
efforts; that we fhould keep our attention 
fixed upon the fubjeel:, and ft and ready to. 
improve every favorable opportunity that 
. may 
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*nay occur, to forward the intefellin^ cnu/b 
in which we are engaged. We are therci jre 
induced to continue the recommendation here- 
tofore made, that a limilar meeting be annu- 
ally held; and as convening at the preferit 
featon is attended with inconveniences, we 
propofe, that the next Convention, ihouia 
affembie in this city, on the rirli Wednefday 
of May, in the year 1797. 

It gave us pleafurc to learn,' from various 
reports which were laid before us, that mod 
of the recommendations made by the former 
Conventions 5 had received a confide, aole de- 
gree of attention, from the feverai focieties 
|o whom they were addreflc-d. B^t, axS they 
have not been uniformly and perfectly com- 
plied with, permit us to repeat the requeft, 
Jo far as (be fame may be applicable to yo'ir 
Jociety, that you tranfmit to the next Con- 
vention, certified copies of ail fuch laws, in 
any wife refpecling jflavery, as arc now in 
force, as have been repealed, or may here- 
after be enacted— —Correct lifts of the officers 
oi your iociety, for the time being, and alio- 
the names of all your members, and their 
places of abode* — An account of the proceed* 
ings of your fociety, in relieving Africans 
and others unlawfully held in bondage — -A 
Hatement of the condition of the blacks, 
both bond and free, in your ftate, with ref- 
pect to the property of the free, and the 
employment and moral conduct of all — Re- 
ports 



fcorts uf fuch tiiaU anJ decifions of the Courts 
>n Judicature, relative to Africans, as may 
have taken place — An account of the endea- 
vors which have been ufed to obtain a repeal 
or amelioration of the laws refpecting flavery 
Information concerning what has been 
done, in uuriuance of the recommendation, 
of the laft Convention, to edabliih periodical 
difcourfes on the fubjecT: of flavery, and the 
means of its abolition — And finally, a report 
of the progrefs you have made in extending 
to Africans the benefits of education. And 
we further requeft, that whatever communi- 
cations may be made to the next, or to any 

X-"* > { ^-\<**t ax v» * *"v o y\ v\ /V* /ii in»i/^/-» /-> $r 1-* /-%. 

above recommendations, be prefented in the 
form of regular written reports, noticing in. 
what manner and degree you have carried 
them into effect, and how far your efforts 
have been ineffectual. By this mean there 
will be exhibited fuch a view of the ftate of 
each Society, as that the feveral reports may 
be entered on the minutes of the Convention, 
who will thereby he better enabled to de~ 

parts of thefe communications as may be be ft 
adapted to advance the caufe of truth and 
hum a nit v. 

And as very important advantage?, have, 
in feveral inilances, refulted from accurate 
regifters being kept, by perfons appointed for 
that purpofe by certain of the Abolition So- 

D cieiies 



Pieties In the United States, of fuck jnarro-? 
millions as have taken place ; we do earneftly' 
recommend, fhould you not already have en- 
tered into this regulation, that you make it 
hereafter an object cf diligent attention. Such 
records may, in various ways, fubferve the' 
taufe of emancipation. 

We learn, that the propo&l made by the 
lail Convention, refpecling the blacks and 
people of color, who have emigrated from 
the Weft Indies, and now refide in the 
United States, has, in many inftances, given 
rife to difficulty ; in order to remove which, 
we have been induced to tranfmit to you the 
following extract from the twelfth article of 
the Confular Convention between France and 
the United States ; which, by defignating the 
proper tribunals to whom application = in, fuch 
Cafes, is to be made, will, we truft, be found 
fufficient, in future, to direct your proceed* 
ir»gs in this bufmefs, wig, 

** That all differences and fuits between 
C5 French citizens ia the United States, and 
" between American, citizens in the domi- 
" nions of France, {hall be determined by 
" the refpedive Confuls and Vice Confuls, 
" either by a reference to arbitrators, o r by 
"a fummary judgment, and without cofts^ 

and that no officer of the country, civil 
w or military, (hall interfere therein, or take 

any part whatever in the matter,,*' 

— — Who* 
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* *Wh2n ^re contemplate the odious natarS 
and the immenfe magnitude of the evil 
which you have affociated to oppofe, and 
the ineftimahie importance of the obje< 
which you are feeking to obtain, we canndf 
forbear to urge unremitted exertional in pur- 
fuing the great ends before you, We are per* 
fuaded you will not neglect any juft means ia 
your power, which may tend to advance, ei- 
ther diie&Iy, or in directly , the caufe of equaf 
liberty;— And it gives us pleafure alfo to ex- 
prefs om perfualion, that, in this puriuitj 
much is ftill in your power. Although you 
cannot contrcul Legiflatures ; and though, 
when you plead the caufe of humanity, they 
will not, at all times, liften to you; yet there 
are other means to "be uied, perhaps, more; 
effectual — You can do much, by directing 
your efforts to ihe conviction of individuals—— 
by diffufing proper publications amongft 
them, and by prefenting the evils of flavery 
in various forms to their minds. 

Nor 

* The following was infer ted in the Addrefs to 

the Pennfyhania Abolition Society : 

And as preciie information, on this fubject, 
cannot be too generally diffufed, we requeft yon 
to college all pcrffibte intelligence relative to fuch 
blacks and people of color in the United States 
as are made Citizens of the French Republic, by 
the decree of the National Convention, of the 
lixteenth Fiavlole, fecond year of the republic, 
and tranfrak the fame to all the other Abolitioa 
Societies in the Tlnired States. 



Nor can we fuppofe, it would be an effort 
altogether ineffectual in favor of liberty, were 
its friends, throughout the United S tes, in 
, all cafes where it is practicable, to display a 
ssiarked preference of fucu commodities,, as 
are of the culture or manufacture of free- 
snen, to thofe which are cultivated or manu- 
factured by Haves — In this way, every indi- 
vidual may difcountenance oppreflion, anS 
bear teftimony againfr a practice, which is 
ftill fuffered to remain the difgrace of out 
land. 

We have thought oroner to addrefs the 
free Africans and other free people of color 
in the United States, on various fuhje&s, 
which we believe nearly to ccncern their in- 
fereft and happinefs. We have directed copies 
of this addrefs to be tranfmitted to you, and 
requeft you to diftribute the fame, in your 
State, in fuel:* manner as you may judge belt 
calculated to promote its defign. 

, We cannot conclude, without calling youf 
attention, in a particular manner, to the ne- 
celTity of appointing fuch of .your members 
to reprefent you in the Convention, as will 
be punctually attentive to the duties of their 
appointment. We are feny to obferve, that 
there is fome ground Q^j^cphim on this 
fubject; but we truft,^thkt, in future, fuch a 
full reprefentation will appear, as will give 
encreaiing encouragement, energy and fuccefs 
to our united endeavors, in the great caule 
pf human happinefs. 
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- Copies of our proceedings will T>e laid be* 
fore you; from which, we hope, you will 
derive fatisfa&ion, and perceive the impor- 
tance of the feveral objects which we have 
recommended to your attention* 



The Delegates from the Ifcnnfylvania So- 
Ifety, communicated the following extract 
of a letter to that Society, from Samuel 
Hoare, junior, Treafurer to the committee 
of the London Society, inftituted for the 
pur|>o£e of efFe&ing the abolition of the Have 
trade: 

iC Since the commencement of our corref- 

> - 
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*' under circumftances of greater difcourage- 
" ment, as to the attainment of the object 
** of our institution, than at prefent — The 
•* arts and fophiftry of interefted men, have 
" even proved fumcient to induce the Houfe 
<c of Commons to defert a duty, the incum- 
'* bency of w r hich, after a long inveftigation, 
*' it had folemnly acknowledged — And we 
" have to lament the failure of thofe exer- 
" tions, which, aiming at a temporary abo- 
" lition of the flave trade, were calculated 
" to avert the calamities we had anticipated 
*' as the inevitable confequences of its con- 
" tinuance. 

" At our laft meeting, your letter of the 
fi third of March, was laid before us, and 
# afforded a fatisfa&ion which fuch proofs of 

" JOUf 



w youtr benevolent perfeveranctr have nevef 
* ; failed to impart— We beg you will be ak 
" fured of the intereft we continue to feel 
" in the fuccefs of your endeavors, and of 
f " the pleafurc with which we copuder their 
*' increaiing impreffion on the nvinds of your 
" Fellow Citizens — The eftablifhment of 
" fimilar Societies in other and remote p&rts, 
•* and of a Convention intended to conce% 
trate your influence, we regard as happy 
I s * prefeges that the day is not far diftant* 
** when the virtue and vigour of your rifmg 
^ Empire, will be mafiifefttd in the total 
** extinction of perfonal as well as political 
** flavery, in the United States. 

We duly received the copies lent to u$ 
**' of the minutes of the laft Convention; ancf 
«* we defire, through you, to prefent ou^ 
**- thanks for this acceptable mark of its atten^ 
tt tipn, with a copy of our late report." 

Whkkj *3T£h the* printed report of the 
«©misdttee; therein referred to, was now read; 

Wfrereuppn, 

Refolved, That this Conyentiotf, whilft 
ihey regret the want, of fuccefs which has 
attended the efforts of th« friends of the aboli- 
tion of flavcry in Great Britain, receive with 
fatisfacYion the congratulations of the London 
committee, on the progrefs made towards the 
extinction of flavcry in the United States; and 
that tbe Prefideat traafmit a copy of the pro- 
ceedings 
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&&}mgs of the Convention, to the commkiee 
of the London Society, with a letter ex-prew 
five of the feelings of the Convention, oa 
this oecafion. • •-■ ' 

Refolved, That Theodore Fofter, Samuel 
Coates and Samuel Powcl GHfEtts be a ^t*m<- 
mittee to fuperintend the publication and dis- 
tribution of the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion; and that fifteen hundred copies be 
printed and diftributed amongft the. different 
Abolition Societies m the Un' States. 

iT RefoWed- That tlie addreis *lie fevera! 
Societies be figned by the Prefident, attefted 
by the Secretary, and forwarded to the Socie- 
ties by the committee above metitioried : a^ii 
that the fame committee be farther direcTe& 
to tranfmit to the feverai Societies, the printed 
copies of the addrefs to the free blacks, in 
fuch proportion as fhall to them appear 
proper* 

Refolved, That James Todd, Samuel 
Powei Griffitts and Samuel Coates be a com- 
mittee to notify all the Abolition Societies in 
the United { States, of the meeting of the next 
Convention, at leaft three months before fuch 
meeting is convened: and to have the proceed- 
ings of this and the former Conventions 
tranferibed, and, with the papers, depofited in 
the care of the Prefident of the Pennfyivania 
Society. 

Refolved, 



ttefolved, That William Rogers and Ja'med 
Todd be a committee to communicate to the 
Mayor and Corporation of the City of Phila- 
delphia, the thanks pf this Convention^ foff 
the ufe of their room. 

Adjourned, fine die* 



J?ublifbed by order of the Convention 
THOMAS P. COPE, Secretary* 
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